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where: theories of crime and punishment from Count Beccaria
in Italy; educational theories from Pestalozzi in Switzerland;
ideas on political philosophy from Rousseau in Geneva or Paris;
ideas on Parliamentary law and constitutions from Bolingbroke
and Blackstone and Bentham in England, on economics from
Quesnai in France, from Adam Smith in Scotland; meta-
physics from Kant in Germany; botany from Linnaeus in
Sweden. There was no intellectual * nationalism *; every
scholar regarded himself as an exponent and developer of
European culture, as a member of the republic of letters.
Voltaire and Goethe were the complete cosmopolitans.
Goethe was born in Frankfort in 1749, of a burgher ' patri-
cian ' family. The German bourgeoisie of the eighteenth cen-
tury were all cosmopolitan, and especially the bourgeoisie of
the smaller states, which had no military power, and no pride
in war or conquest. Frankfort was a free city within the
Empire. Its quaint streets and houses were romantic souvenirs
of the Middle Ages. Its bankers, its printing-press, its political
independence, its geographical position in the Rhineland, its
cultured, liberal bourgeoisie, made it a cosmopolitan centre in
Western Europe. Goethe's Autobiography describes his early
life in this congenial environment: the spacious old house of
his family, the gardens of the well-to-do citizens, the ancient
civic dignity, the French military occupation during the Seven
Years War, the impressive medieval pomp of the Imperial
coronation of Joseph IL After studies at the universities of
Leipzig and Strasbourg, and a short period in practice as a young
lawyer before the Imperial Law Court (Reichskammergericht)
at Wetzlar, he settled down in the Duchy of Weimar, a model
state under an enlightened, liberal prince. For ten years he
was an industrious, conscientious official. Weimar became a
kind of Athens, a beautiful little town of culture and of
moderate politics, the home of literary men and artists, the
centre of attraction for cultured visitors. When Duke Carl
August went on the campaign against Revolutionary France
in 1792 Goethe went too; and although never enlisted or
gazetted as a soldier, he went under fire, and was present at